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Introductory Comments

This history of the personal computer has been treated many times,
in magazine articles, audio-visual works, individual chapters of computer-
history books, and in books devoted specifically to the subject. The
motivating forces of the evolution of the personal computer, as well as how
the early market responded, have been well documented. However, there
as yet has been no in-depth examination of the individual machines that
were the object of this history. This book reviews the developmental history
of the personal computer, but only to provide a general context for the main
body of work: a chronological listing of over 600 personal computers and
calculators, reaching back to their earliest years. Containing over 300 il-
lustrations, this is the first work to portray the developmental history of
the personal computer in a detailed and specific way.

In addition to chronicling evolutionary history, this catalog is the first
collector’s guide to personal computers and calculators. As such, collector
values are given for each machine. In many cases a discussion of the
historical significance of a machine, and other factors influencing its col-
lectibility, are given. This new approach to treating personal computers and
calculators reflects their emerging status as historical and collector’s items.
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